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A Storm Is Coming 

Several thousand years ago, the king of Babylon decreed that his subjects must worship only in the way 

he saw fit.  

Three Hebrew young men, Shadrach, Meshach, and Abednego, chose to follow their consciences, 

standing up against the king and his edict. Thus began a standoff that remains famous even to this day 

(see Daniel 3).  

Unfortunately, we are seeing the same situation developing and repeating itself today.  

The current Roman Catholic Pope, and a number of previous Popes, all have called for the world to 

acknowledge and honor their institution of Sunday as a day of rest. Legislation that will force the world 

to worship and rest on Sunday would be the ideal solution – according to them – and they’ve encourage 

it. There are many voices clamoring to fulfill exactly such a goal, using such things as the economy, the 

environment, and even the family as reasons to legislate Sunday rest.  

 

Jesuit Pope Francis 

…And it’s coming… prophecy predicts it and another standoff is on the horizon. Those who refuse to 

give up the Biblical seventh-day Sabbath will face trials as tough as the furnace faced by Shadrach and 

his companions. However, we can hold fast hope, knowing that the Eternal, Creator God who spared the 

Israelite men from the fiery furnace does not change and is coming again soon.   

“The Sabbath will be the great test of loyalty, for it is the point of truth especially controverted. 

When the final test shall be brought to bear upon men, then the line of distinction will be drawn 

between those who serve God and those who serve Him not. While the observance of the false 

sabbath in compliance with the law of the state, contrary to the fourth commandment, will be an 

avowal of allegiance to a power that is in opposition to God, the keeping of the true Sabbath, in 

obedience to God's law, is an evidence of loyalty to the Creator.  

While one class, by accepting the sign of submission to earthly powers, receive the mark of the 

beast, the other choosing the token of allegiance to divine authority, receive the seal of God. 

Heretofore those who presented the truths of the third angel's message have often been regarded 

as mere alarmists. Their predictions that religious intolerance would gain control in the United 

States, that church and state would unite to persecute those who keep the commandments of God, 

have been pronounced groundless and absurd.  

http://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Daniel+3&version=KJV
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It has been confidently declared that this land could never become other than what it has been--

the defender of religious freedom. But as the question of enforcing Sunday observance is widely 

agitated, the event so long doubted and disbelieved is seen to be approaching, and the third 

message will produce an effect which it could not have had before.” – The Great Controversy, pg 

605, 606 

http://www.youtube.com/watch?feature=player_embedded&v=1Wqv9qGhaPU  - 9:58 “Christians should 

seek recognition of Sundays and the Church’s holy days as legal holidays.” 

Here is some of the evidence that it is seen to be approaching.   

NOTE: there are many more examples that the world is moving toward Sunday legislation.  

2014 

Hundreds of People Protest Shops Opening on Sunday in Athens, Greece and Block Access to 

Shops (April 2014)  News Article: Link 

Trade and Industry Board Members Support Sunday Rest Bill as Shops Close in Argentina (April 

2014) News Article: Link 

EUROPEAN TRADE UNION CONFEDERATION Pushing for Sunday law in Europe (April 

2014) Article: Link 

Deal Reached to Give Israelis one Sunday as a day of rest every Month (February 2014) News 

article: Link 

State Council in France Rules that Sunday Opening Goes Against 'the Principles of a Weekly day 

of Rest' (February 2014) News article: Link 

European Sunday Alliance Pledge to Commit Politicians into LEGISLATING Sunday Rest 

(January 2014) Pledge Document: Click Here 

15th Annual World 'Sabbath' Interfaith Service [SUNDAY] - The Interfaith 'Holy Day' (January 

2014) News article: Link 

European Bishops Demand Respect for Sunday Rest with Support of Trade Unions (January 2014) 

Article: Link 

European Conference for a Work-Free Sunday to be held in January 2014 (December 2013) News 

Article: Link 

2013 

Angry Churchgoers Put Pressure on a Supermarket for Opening on a Sunday in Netherlands 

(December 2013)  News Article: Link 

UK Court of Appeal Recognizes by Law, Sunday as a Christian Day of Rest (December 2013) News 

Article: Link 

http://www.youtube.com/watch?feature=player_embedded&v=1Wqv9qGhaPU
http://www.presstv.ir/detail/2014/04/14/358477/greek-police-clash-with-protesters/
http://translate.google.com/translate?hl=en&sl=es&tl=en&u=http%3A%2F%2Fwww.nuevodiarioweb.com.ar%2Fnota%2Flabanda%2F519175%2Fcentro-comercio-e-industria-se-adhiere-al-domingo-no-laborable.html
http://petition.etuc.org/IMG/pdf/A_TT_secteur_com_EN.pdf
http://www.israelnationalnews.com/News/News.aspx/177695#.UwxUXvl_uSo
http://connexionfrance.com/sunday-opening-diy-stores-bricolage-law-france-15462-view-article.html
http://www.markofbeast.net/sunday-pledge.pdf
http://michronicleonline.com/2014/01/24/15th-annual-world-sabbath-interfaith-service/
http://translate.google.com/translate?sl=auto&tl=en&js=n&prev=_t&hl=en&ie=UTF-8&u=http%3A%2F%2Fit.radiovaticana.va%2Fnews%2F2014%2F01%2F21%2Fi_vescovi_europei_chiedono_rispetto_per_il_riposo_domenicale._sostegno%2Fit1-765929&act=url
http://www.europeansundayalliance.eu/site/sundayconference2014/article/147.html?SWS=c9165ed58c667f279efce874c319677a
http://www.nltimes.nl/2013/12/26/ah-plastered-sunday-rest/
http://www.christianconcern.com/our-concerns/religious-freedom/court-of-appeal-recognises-in-law-sunday-as-christian-rest-day


3 
 

INFO: Everything Stops on a Sunday in Indian State, Even Political Campaigning (November 

2013) Article: Link 

INFO: SUNDAY Assembly Movement Launching ATHEIST Churches (November 2013) News 

Article: Link 

Sunday Rest Bill gets Preliminary Approval in Santa Fe, Argentina (October 2013) News: Link 

Catholic Church Pushing for Sunday Law in Polish Parliament (October 2013) News article: Link 

New General Labour Law to Establish only one day of Rest for Angolans: Sunday! (October 2013) 

News Article: Link 

Mowing the Grass in your Garden on Sunday is Banned in Belgian Town (October 2013) News 

Article: Link 

France Looking into Law Curbing Sunday Shopping - Court Orders 14 Stores to Close on Sundays 

(October 2013) News article: Link 

National Back to Church Sunday gets Record of 3 Million People (September 2013) News item: 

Link 

Catholic Church and Trade Unions Working Towards a Shopping Ban on Sunday in Italy (June 

2013) Source 

The Desecration of the 7th Day Sabbath in Jerusalem (June 2013) News item: Link 

UK News Article States that Sunday "Sabbath" is a Day of Stress Rather than Rest (May 2013) 

News: Link 

Apr 26, 2013  

Pope Francis Has a Few Words in Support of Leisure 

Read about how the holiness of the Sabbath is going to be transferred to Sunday, and what the Pope 

thinks about this issue. Find out when and how the Pope believes we should "relax." 

 

Jan 28, 2013  

Pope Calls on Faithful to Dedicate Sunday to the Lord 

In his Sunday Angelus address, Pope Benedict XVI called on the faithful gathered in St. Peter's Square to 

live Sunday not only as a day of rest and of the family, but above all as a day "to dedicate to the Lord." 

 

2012 

Dec 19, 2012  

Vatican Works to Stop Sunday Shopping In Italy 

The Roman Catholic Church, trade unions & small business associations have joined forces in a bid to 

save Sundays. 

Sep 04, 2012  

Eurozone demands six-day week for Greece 

Government in Athens under pressure to introduce a six-day working week as part of the second bailout.  

Jun 26, 2012  

Sunday Legislation in the EU 

http://www.hindustantimes.com/specials/coverage/myindia-myvote/chunk-ht-ui-myindiamyvote-mizoram/polls-just-days-away-but-for-candidates-in-mizoram-sunday-is-still-a-day-of-rest/sp-article10-1152557.aspx
http://www.wbir.com/story/news/2013/11/06/sunday-assembly-founders-launch-atheist-church-in-nashville/3457247/
http://translate.google.com/translate?sl=auto&tl=en&js=n&prev=_t&hl=en&ie=UTF-8&u=http%3A%2F%2Fwww.datasantafeonline.com%2Fultimas-noticias%2Fdestacadas%2F19410-diputados-dio-media-sancion-al-descanso-dominical-.html&act=url
http://translate.google.com/translate?sl=auto&tl=en&js=n&prev=_t&hl=en&ie=UTF-8&u=http%3A%2F%2Fwww.pch24.pl%2Fkonferencja-w-sejmie-o-potrzebie-wolnej-niedzieli%2C18708%2Ci.html&act=url
http://translate.google.com/translate?sl=auto&tl=en&js=n&prev=_t&hl=en&ie=UTF-8&u=http%3A%2F%2Fwww.opais.net%2Fpt%2Fopais%2F%3Fdet%3D33184&act=url
http://translate.google.com/translate?sl=auto&tl=en&js=n&prev=_t&hl=en&ie=UTF-8&u=http%3A%2F%2Fwww.refdag.nl%2Fnieuws%2Fbuitenland%2Fkortrijk_peilt_bevolking_over_verbod_op_grasmaaien_op_zondag_1_779536&act=url
http://www.thejournal.ie/france-sunday-shopping-laws-1107689-Sep2013/?com_ord=date
http://www.christianpost.com/news/3-million-people-came-back-to-church-on-sunday-sets-new-record-105044/
http://www.ksl.com/index.php?nid=968&sid=25460743&fm=most_popular
http://www.wnd.com/2013/06/celebrating-desecration-of-the-sabbath/?cat_orig=faith
http://www.dailymail.co.uk/news/article-2322269/Sunday-Its-day-rest-day-stress-Two-thirds-say-Sabbath-busiest-time-week.html#ixzz2SquQFaCr
http://amazingdiscoveries.org/13.04.26-pope-francis-has-a-few-words-in-support-of-leisure
http://amazingdiscoveries.org/13.04.26-pope-francis-has-a-few-words-in-support-of-leisure
http://amazingdiscoveries.org/13.04.26-pope-francis-has-a-few-words-in-support-of-leisure
http://amazingdiscoveries.org/13.01.28-pope-calls-on-faithful-to-dedicate-sunday-to-the-lord
http://amazingdiscoveries.org/13.01.28-pope-calls-on-faithful-to-dedicate-sunday-to-the-lord
http://amazingdiscoveries.org/13.01.28-pope-calls-on-faithful-to-dedicate-sunday-to-the-lord
http://amazingdiscoveries.org/12.19.12-vatican-works-to-stop-sunday-shopping-in-italy
http://amazingdiscoveries.org/12.19.12-vatican-works-to-stop-sunday-shopping-in-italy
http://amazingdiscoveries.org/12.19.12-vatican-works-to-stop-sunday-shopping-in-italy
http://amazingdiscoveries.org/12.09.04-eurozone-demands-six-day-week-for-greece
http://amazingdiscoveries.org/12.09.04-eurozone-demands-six-day-week-for-greece
http://amazingdiscoveries.org/12.06.26-sunday-legislation-in-the-eu
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Learn about EU Sunday legislation in the news from various websites, articles, and videos.  

Jun 06, 2012  

Sundays must be a day of rest dedicated to God, family, pope says 

Sunday must be a day of rest for everyone, so people can be free to be with their families and with God. 

Mar 07, 2012  

Catholic Church and Trade Unions form 'Holy Alliance' 

Catholic leaders and trade unions support Sunday observance.  

 

2011 
Jul 19, 2011  

Vatican Official says Sundays are for worship and rest 

Vatican official exhorts Catholics to set aside Sundays for God and rest.  

Jul 07, 2011  

Israel looks to making Sunday Day of Rest 

Israel’s government is examining a proposal to shift the weekend to the western Saturday and Sunday. 

Jul 05, 2011  

Israeli Government to consider adding Sunday as day of rest 

PM appoints head of National Economic Council as chairman of committee to look into making Sunday 

day of rest, Friday half-day 

Jun 20, 2011  

Inception of European Sunday Alliance in Brussels 

The European Sunday Alliance has formed as a network of Sunday alliances, trade unions, and religious 

communities. 

 

2010 
Sep 26, 2010  

Pope Wants Sunday As Day of Rest Starting in 2011 

Sep 07, 2010  

North Dakota Catholic Conference says 'Sunday law' benefits all people 

“Sunday closing laws are not about honoring the Sabbath day, they are about honoring people and 

families.”  

Apr 05, 2010  

Even Atheists Need to Switch Off on Sundays 

Germany's highest court has ruled that Sunday should be kept as a day of rest. 

 

2009 
Feb 23, 2009  

European Bishops Still Pressing for Sunday Rest 

Feb 17, 2009  

Protection of the Work-Free Sunday 

2008 

Nov 18, 2008  

The EU Must Keep Sunday, Says Catholic Church 

Jul 15, 2008  

Sunday Shopping Banned in Croatia 

Apr 06, 2008  

Ikea Fined for Sunday Opening in Paris 

Ikea was ordered to pay more than $700,000 for staying open on Sundays in a Paris suburb. 

http://amazingdiscoveries.org/12.06.26-sunday-legislation-in-the-eu
http://amazingdiscoveries.org/12.06.06-sundays-must-be-a-day-of-rest-dedicated-to-god-family-pope-says
http://amazingdiscoveries.org/12.06.06-sundays-must-be-a-day-of-rest-dedicated-to-god-family-pope-says
http://amazingdiscoveries.org/12.03.07-catholic-church-and-trade-unions-form-holy-alliance-to-enforce-sunday-observance
http://amazingdiscoveries.org/12.03.07-catholic-church-and-trade-unions-form-holy-alliance-to-enforce-sunday-observance
http://amazingdiscoveries.org/AD-News-11.07.19-vatican-official-says-sundays-are-for-worship-and-rest
http://amazingdiscoveries.org/AD-News-11.07.19-vatican-official-says-sundays-are-for-worship-and-rest
http://amazingdiscoveries.org/11.07.07-israel-looks-to-making-sunday-day-of-rest-to-boost-markets
http://amazingdiscoveries.org/11.07.07-israel-looks-to-making-sunday-day-of-rest-to-boost-markets
http://amazingdiscoveries.org/AD-News-11.07.05-israeli-government-to-consider-adding-sunday-as-day-of-rest
http://amazingdiscoveries.org/AD-News-11.07.05-israeli-government-to-consider-adding-sunday-as-day-of-rest
http://amazingdiscoveries.org/AD-News-11.07.05-israeli-government-to-consider-adding-sunday-as-day-of-rest
http://amazingdiscoveries.org/AD-news-11.06.20-inception-of-european-sunday-alliance-in-brussels
http://amazingdiscoveries.org/AD-news-11.06.20-inception-of-european-sunday-alliance-in-brussels
http://amazingdiscoveries.org/AD-news-11.06.20-inception-of-european-sunday-alliance-in-brussels
http://amazingdiscoveries.org/10.09.26-pope-wants-sunday-as-day-of-rest-starting-in-2011
http://amazingdiscoveries.org/AD-news-10.09.07-north-dakota-catholic-conference-says-sunday-law-benefits-all-people
http://amazingdiscoveries.org/AD-news-10.09.07-north-dakota-catholic-conference-says-sunday-law-benefits-all-people
http://amazingdiscoveries.org/AD-news-10.09.07-north-dakota-catholic-conference-says-sunday-law-benefits-all-people
http://amazingdiscoveries.org/AD-Library-NewsUpdates-WorldNews-EvenAtheistsNeedSwitchSundays
http://amazingdiscoveries.org/AD-Library-NewsUpdates-WorldNews-EvenAtheistsNeedSwitchSundays
http://amazingdiscoveries.org/AD-News-09.02.23-European_Bishops_Still_Pressing_for_Sunday_Rest
http://amazingdiscoveries.org/AD-News-09.02.17-Protection_of_the_Work_Free_Sunday
http://amazingdiscoveries.org/AD-News-Nov18_08-EUMustKeepSunday
http://amazingdiscoveries.org/AD-News-080715-SundayShoppingBannedCroatia
http://amazingdiscoveries.org/08.04.06-ikea-fined-for-sunday-opening-in-paris
http://amazingdiscoveries.org/08.04.06-ikea-fined-for-sunday-opening-in-paris

