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The Day-Year Principle 
 
What is the day-year principle? Is it based on Scripture? 
 
The day-year principle says that one day in prophetic Scripture is equal to one year of actual time. For example, 
the 2300 days in the prophecy of Daniel 8 actually play out as 2300 years in history. 
 
Here are some verses in Scripture that point us to the day-year principle: 
 
According to the number of the days in which you spied out the land, forty days, for each day you shall bear your 
guilt one year, namely forty years (Numbers 14:34 NKJV). 
 
I have appointed thee each day for a year (Ezekiel 4:6). 
 
Remember the days of old, consider the years of many generations: ask thy father, and he will shew thee; thy 
elders, and they will tell thee (Deuteronomy 32:7 emphasis added).  
 
There are three primary precedents in Scripture that show the day-year principle:   ("Seventh-day Adventists 
Believe - An Exposition of the Fundamental Beliefs of the Seventh-day Adventist Church, 2nd edition". Ministerial 
Association, General Conference of Seventh-day Adventists. 2005: 48.)  
 
1.Numbers 14:34. The Israelites will wander for 40 years in the wilderness, one year for every day spent by the 
spies in Canaan. 
2.Ezekiel 4:5-6. The prophet Ezekiel is commanded to lie on his left side for 390 days, followed by his right side 
for 40 days, to symbolize the equivalent number of years of punishment on Israel and Judah respectively. 
3.Daniel 9:24-27. This is known as the Prophecy of Seventy Weeks. Read about the 70-week prophecy here. The 
majority of scholars do understand the passage to refer to 70 "sevens" or "septets" of years—that is, a total of 
490 years. 
 
This view was recognized by the Jews  (Froom, L. E. (1950). Prophetic Faith of Our Fathers. 1 & 2. Review and 
Herald. pp. 889 and 124.) as seen in Daniel 9:24-27, and as seen in Jesus' use of the day-year principle in Luke 13 
verses 31-33, and in the early church. (Froom, L. E. (1950). Prophetic Faith of Our Fathers 1. Review and Herald. 
pp. 170, 174–76.) Protestant Reformers were well established on the day/year principle and it was also accepted 
by many Christian groups, ministers, and theologians.  
 
1.Elliott, EB (1862). Horae Apocalypticae III (fifth ed.). p. 281.  
2.du Ion, Francois (1596). The Apocalyps. p. 124.  
3.Nigrinus. Antichrists Grundtliche Offenbarung. p. fils 28v,29r.)  
Others who expounded the Historicist interpretation are John Wycliffe, John Knox, William Tyndale, Martin 
Luther, John Calvin, Ulrich Zwingli, Phillip Melanchthon, Sir Isaac Newton, Jan Huss, John Foxe, John Wesley, 
George Whitefield, Charles Finney, C. H. Spurgeon, Matthew Henry, Adam Clarke, Albert Barnes, and Bishop 
Thomas Newton as exponents of this school.  
 
The day-year principle specifically applies to prophecy:  
 
This day-year principle specifically applies to prophecy and is used for prophetic interpretation of "days" in 
prophecies. For example, historicist interpreters have usually understood the "time, times and half a time", 
"1,260 days" and "42 months" mentioned in Daniel and Revelation to be references to represent a period of 1260 
years. 
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These time periods occur seven times in scripture: 
 
•Daniel 7:25, "time, times and a half". 
•Daniel 12:7, "time, times and a half". 
•Revelation 11:2, "42 months". 
•Revelation 11:3, "1260 days". 
•Revelation 12:6, "1260 days". 
•Revelation 12:14, "time, times and a half". 
•Revelation 13:5, "42 months". 
Historicists usually believe the "1,260 days" spanned the Middle Ages and concluded within the early modern or 
modern era. Although many dates have been proposed for the start and finish of the "1,260 days", certain time 
spans have proven to be more popular than others.  
 
We, like the earlier Bible students of the Reformation and post-Reformation eras, understand the 1260 "days" to 
be the period from AD 538 to 1798 when the papacy ruled in Rome.  This 1260-year-period began with the defeat 
of the Ostrogoths by the general Belisarius and ended with the successes of Napoleon of France; specifically, the 
capture of Pope Pius VI by general Louis Alexandre Berthier in 1798.   

The 1260 day-year prophecy: 

Then the saints shall be given into his hand  

For a time and times and half a time (Daniel 7:25 NKJV).  

In this passage, a “time” represents a year. The period described as “time and times and half a time” is 

thus a three and a half year period. The New Century Version of the Bible renders the text "three and a 

half years." For further confirmation of this time period, we can turn to Revelation 12:14, which uses the 

same expression.  

In other verses, the same event is described in different words. This parallelism gives us greater clarity 

about the precise time period involved. In Revelation 12:6, the same time period is given as, "a thousand 

two hundred and three score days." This is 1260 prophetic days, or three and a half prophetic years.  

In Bible prophecy, a day represents a year. Numbers 14:34 says, “After the number of the days in which 

ye searched the land, even forty days, each day for a year, shall ye bear your iniquities, even forty years.” 

See also Ezekiel 4:6.  

According to the day-year principle, 1260 prophetic days becomes 1260 years. The word used here for 

"time" means a prophetic year consisting of 360 days. Therefore, "time and times and half a time" refers 

to three and a half prophetic years, consisting of 1260 prophetic days. This is highlighted in the 

parallelism of the prophecy in Revelation where the three and a half year period is equated with 1260 

prophetic days, or 1260 literal years.  

 

http://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=daniel%207:25;&version=78;
http://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Revelation%2012:14;&version=9;
http://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=ezekiel%204:6;&version=9;
http://support.amazingdiscoveries.org/index.php?/Knowledgebase/Article/View/184/18/the-day-year-principle
http://pictures.amazingdiscoveries.org/ChartsGraphs/5103-TimeandTimes.jpg
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The Papacy would persecute the saints (God's people) for 1260 years. The legally recognized supremacy 

of the Pope began in 538 AD, when Emperor Justinian elevated the Bishop of Rome to the position of 

Head of all Churches. This is known as the Edict of Justinian.  

Adding 1260 years to 538 AD brings us to 1798, which is the year the Pope was deposed when the 

French General Berthier, under Napoleon, led him into captivity. Napoleon apparently tried to crush the 

Papacy, and about 18 months later the Pope died in exile in Valence, France. This act ended papal power 

in terms of enforcing papal decrees.  

The Bible clearly identifies the papal system as the Antichrist. The Papacy has placed itself in the place 

of Jesus Christ on Earth, and claims to be able to mediate between people and God. The great reformers 

were all united in their recognition of papal Rome as the Antichrist power.  

But the Bible predicts that this same power will continue to reign until the end and will again enforce its 

decree contrary to God’s law.  

Example of the day-year principle: 

May the bones of the hands and the bones of the fingers decay and decompose, of him who turns the 

pages of the book of Daniel, to find out the time of Daniel 9:24-27, and may his memory rot from off the 

face of the earth forever.i  

An ancient Rabbinic curse in the Talmud forbids people to read Daniel 9:24-27. Why? What are they 

trying to hide?  The 70-week prophecy, the greatest proof of Jesus as the Messiah, is found in these 

verses. They predict the time of the Messiah's anointing, putting the issue beyond doubt.  

Let us unravel the prophecy by allowing Scripture to be its own expositor.  

The Day-Year Principle 

Prophecies are couched in symbolic language that needs to be unraveled before the meaning of the words 

can be understood. Prophetic time is used as a symbol to be interpreted in the light of Scripture.  

According to the number of the days in which you spied out the land, forty days, for each day you shall 

bear your guilt one year, namely forty years (Numbers 14:34 NKJV).  

I have appointed thee each day for a year (Ezekiel 4:6).  

These two texts provide the key—the day-year principle. This principle takes prophetic days and converts 

them to actual years. Applying this principle to the 70-week prophecy will show that Jesus of Nazareth is 

the Messiah.  

Six Messianic Tasks  

Seventy weeks are determined upon thy people and upon thy holy city, to finish the transgression, and to 

make an end of sins, and to make reconciliation for iniquity, and to bring in everlasting righteousness, 

and to seal up the vision and prophecy, and to anoint the most Holy (Daniel 9:24).  
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“Thy people” were God’s chosen people Israel. Seventy weeks resolves into 490 days. Applying the day-

year principle, 490 days become 490 years.  

The 490 years were appointed to the Jewish nation for these six reasons found in Daniel 9:24: 

    1. to finish the transgression 

    2. to make an end of sins 

    3. to make reconciliation for iniquity 

    4. to bring in everlasting righteousness 

    5. to seal up vision and prophecy 

    6. to anoint the most Holy  

These six issues could only be fulfilled in and through the Messiah. Who else could make reconciliation 

for iniquity or bring in everlasting righteousness?  

Jesus Fulfills the Prophecy 

Know therefore and understand, that from the going forth of the commandment to restore and to build 

Jerusalem unto the Messiah the Prince shall be seven weeks, and threescore and two weeks: the street 

shall be built again, and the wall, even in troublous times.  

And after threescore and two weeks shall Messiah be cut off, but not for himself: and the people of the 

prince that shall come shall destroy the city and the sanctuary; and the end thereof shall be with a flood, 

and unto the end of the war desolations are determined.  

And he shall confirm the covenant with many for one week: and in the midst of the week he shall cause 

the sacrifice and the oblation to cease, and for the overspreading of abominations he shall make it 

desolate, even until the consummation, and that determined shall be poured upon the desolate (Daniel 

9:25-27).  

The angel gives a breakdown of the 70 weeks as follows:  

7 weeks of years for rebuilding of Jerusalem (verse 25)  

62 weeks of years to the Messiah (verses 25-26)  

1 week of years to the close of the period (verse 27)  

The calculations are shown in the graph below:  
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The 2300-day prophecy, of which the 70-week prophecy is a small part, was to begin at the command 

that effected the restoration of Jerusalem. This command went forth under King Artaxerxes Longimanus 

in the year 457 BC (Ezra 7:12-13).ii  

From this starting point, we can determine all the other time markers of the prophecy. Seven weeks were 

allotted for the restoration of Jerusalem. True to the prophecy, Jerusalem was rebuilt 49 years after 457 

BC, which was 408 BC.  

Seven weeks (49 day-years) for the rebuilding of Jerusalem and another threescore and two weeks (62 

weeks or 434 day-years) brings us to "the Messiah the Prince." Beginning in 457 BC and applying the 

day-year principle, we can determine the passing of 483 years from 457 BC which brings us to 27 AD 

(allowing for the conversion from BC to AD being one extra year).  

In 27 AD, Jesus was anointed by the Holy Spirit on the occasion of His baptism which marked the 

beginning of His ministry (Luke 3:21-23). This baptism marked the event in Daniel’s prophecy “unto the 

Messiah the Prince.” When Christ proclaimed, “The time is fulfilled” (Mark 1:15), He was referring to 

this part of the prophecy.iii  

The end of the prophecy is 34 AD, 7 day-years after the baptism:  

And he shall confirm the covenant with many for one week: and in the midst of the week he shall cause 

the sacrifice and oblation to cease (Daniel 9:27).  

Christ would confirm the covenant made with Israel for one prophetic week (7 years), but oblation 

(offerings) would cease in the middle of the week (3 ½ years after 27 AD). This mid-point brings us to 31 

AD—the year Christ was crucified. It was at His death that he put an end to the system of offerings 

practiced by Israel for so many years.  

Chiastic Structure 
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Some modern interpretations confuse the 70-week prophecy by applying it to the Antichrist, who 

(according to this interpretation) would arrive at the end of the Christian dispensation some time in the 

future.  

However, the prophecy in Daniel 9:26-27 has a chiastic structure, and if this is taken into account, the 

apparent confusion in its literary style is eliminated: 

 

And after threescore and two weeks shall Messiah be cut off, but not for himself: and the people of the 

prince that shall come shall destroy the city and the sanctuary; and the end thereof shall be with a flood, 

and unto the end of the war desolations are determined. And he shall confirm the covenant with many for 

one week: and in the midst of the week he shall cause the sacrifice and the oblation to cease, and for the 

overspreading of abominations he shall make it desolate, even until the consummation, and that 

determined shall be poured upon the desolate.  

The chiastic structure is as follows: 

     * a. Messiah destroyed 

     * b. Sanctuary destroyed 

     * b1. Sacrifice terminated 

     * a1. Ruler destroyed  
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Verse 27 has an additional chiasm: “he—week—week—he,” again emphasizing the role of the Messiah. 

It can thus be said that the destruction of the Messiah caused "the sacrifice and the oblation to cease." The 

Messiah would also confirm His covenant with God’s people by His sacrificial death “in the midst of the 

week.”  

John Wycliffe, Martin Luther, and Isaac Newton all connect the 70th week with the Messiah. When 

Christ cried “It is finished,” the priests were officiating in the temple. It was the hour of the evening 

sacrifice, and as the Passover lamb representing Christ was about to be slain, “the veil of the temple was 

rent in twain from the top to the bottom; and the earth did quake and the rocks rent” (Matthew 27:51).   

After Christ died, rose again, and ascended to heaven, there were still 3 ½ day-years remaining in the 

prophecy. These ended in 34 AD with the stoning of Stephen (Acts 7:59-8:4). At that time the Gospel 

was given to the Gentiles by individual ambassadors from every nation. Paul, the very one who 

consented to the stoning of Stephen, became the apostle to the Gentile world. Israel ceased to be the 

recipient and channel of God’s truth. 

Sources: 

i. Talmudic Law, p.978, Section 2, Line 28. We have, as yet, been unable locate this specific source for 

the reader. We have however found other sources with similar sentiments. See These Rabbinic Curse 

Examples.  

ii. Rev. Stanley Leathes, Old Testament Prophecy—Its Witness as a Record of Divine Foreknowledge 

(1880).  

iii. Rev. Joseph Tanner, Daniel and the Revelation. 

 

 


